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This paper conducts a thorough review of the opinions of Sufi scholars and
their critics regarding the concept of monasticism within Sufism. It delves
into the historical context and philosophical underpinnings of Sufi ascetic
practices, exploring the varying interpretations and applications of monastic
ideals within the Sufi tradition. Additionally, the paper examines critiques
leveled against Sufi monasticism by detractors, analyzing their arguments
and assessing their vaiidity in light of Sufi teachings and historical practices.
Sufism, a mystical branch of Islam, has often been misunderstood and
criticized, particularly in relation to its similarities and differences with
monastic traditions. By examining primary Sufi texts, historical accounts, and
scholarly analyses, this review elucidates the nuanced views of Sufi masters
on asceticism, solitude, and spiritual practice. Furthermore, it critically
evaluates common criticisms of Sufism, such as accusations of heresy,
idolatry, and deviation from orthodox Islam. Through this exploration, the
paper aims to foster a deeper understanding of Sufism and its rich spiritual
heritage ~ while addressing misconceptions and  misrepresentations
perpetuated by its critics.
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* Muhammad bin u‘mar razi, tafsir kabir, 199/5
3 Al-sunan al-nis@’i, bab al-sadaqah a‘n zahri ghani, 2535/4
¥ Al-sahih lil-bukhari, bab ai al-sadaqah afdal,1419
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% Al-rom: 7/30
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! Al-takathur: 1,2/102

* Al-a‘la: 16,17/87
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s Muhammad bi jarir tibri, ]amey‘ al»bayén, 230/30

“ Al-sunan abi dawod, bab fi fasal saqt al-ma’, 1682

** Sha‘b al-iman al-byhqt, bab al-fitnah, 10638

* Al-ahkaf46/20

“ Ahmad u‘mar wa bin abdul khaliq, al-behar al-zakhar al-ma‘rof musnan al-buzar (Beirait: matbtiah mosasah al-

quran, S.N), 3670
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8 Al-sunan lil-tirmazi, bab ma ja’ fi al-zihad fi al-dunya, 2341

* Al-sunan lil-tirmazi, bab ma ja’ fi al-kifaf wa al-sabr a‘laih, 2347
** Al-sunan lil-tirmazi, bab ma ja’ fi qilatah al-qalam, 2319

' Al-sunan lil-tirmazi, bab ma ja’ fi al-zihadah fi al-dunya, 2341
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*> Bani Israel: 36/17
> Al-takathur: 102/8

>* Al-sunan lil-tirmazi, bab wa min sorah al-takathur, 3357
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