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A Research Review of Sab‘a Ahraf and Recitation of the holy Qur’an in

different ways
*Hafiz Abdul Rauf

**Muhammad Adnan Siddiq
“This Quran has been revealed in seven different ways; so, recite it in the way
that is easier for you.” This hadith is Recurrent in meaning. The narrator Imam
Abu Ubaid Qasim Bin Salam (R.A) has elucidated its recurrence. Imam Abn-
e- Jouzi (R.A) has collected all its ways in a Journal. What is meant by “Seven
Words” in this Hadith? It has been a controversial point among the ulemas
and scholars. And no doubt, it has been regarded as the most difficult debate
of Uloom-ul- Quran. There have been severe controversies in this regard, so
far as Allama Ibn-e - Arabi has mentioned thirty-five sayings. Some of them

are as following:

® Some think these are the ways of recitations of seven famous Qaries.

® Some think that it means all the ways of recitations. But “Seven” does not
means the number 07, because in Arabic language, it is used to describe the
plenty of something. Qazi Ayyaz from Earleir Ulemas had the same opinion,

while in the later period; Shah Wali-Ullah also had the same views.

® Some think that it means seven dialects of Arab Tribes. Imam Abu Hatim
Sajestani (R.A) determined the name of these languages. They are Quraish,
Hazial, Teem, Al-Rubab, Azd, Rabbia, Hawazan, and Saad bin Abi-Bakar.
Hafiz Abn-e- Jareer Tibri (R.A) agreed to this school of thought. The fourth
famous saying is that of Imam Tehavi (R.A.) he says that although he Holy
Quran has been revealed in the dialect of Quraish. But it was difficult for the
people of other tribes, which came of different areas of Arab. That is why, in

the beginning, they were permitted to recite the Holy Quran in their local

* Ph.D Research Scholar, Dept. of Islamic Studies, The Islamia University of Bahawalpur.

*3% Ph.D Research Scholar, Dept. of Islamic Studies, The Islamia University of Bahawalpur.
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languages, and the words or ways were determined by the holy prophet
(P.B.U.H) himself. Later, it was prohibited. There remained only the one way
of recitation in which the holy Quran was revealed. HAzrat Sufian bin Aiena
(R.A), Abn-e-Wahab (R.A) and Hafiz Ibn-e- Abdul Bar (R.A) agreed to this
opinion.

Famous interpreter Allama Nizamul Din Nishapori (R.A) says that it means
the following differences in the recitation.

Differences between Singular and Plurals

Differences between Muscular and Feminine

Differences of the causes of Araabs

Differences of Morphology (Formation of Words)

Differences of syntax (Sentence Structure)

Differences of the ways which changes words

Differences of dialects

Allama Abn-e- Qutaiba, (R.A), Imam Razi Qazi (R.A) and Abu Bakar(R.A)
and Abn-e Aljuzri (R.A) also adopted this saying of Allama Nisahpuri.(R.A).
Key words: Quran, Qira’at, Pronunciation, Qaries.
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35Al-Tabri, Muhammad bin Jarir, Jami Al»bayén fi Tawil aya al-Qur’an, Alqawl fi Lughat allati Nazal biha
al-Qur’an min Lughat al-‘Arab (Mu’ssisat al-risalah,2000 A.D)

36-Al-Qurtabi, Abu ‘Abdullah Muhammad bin Ahmad bin abi bakr, Al»jém‘ al-ahkam al-Qur’an,
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45 Rushd, Qira’at Number 2, Kuliyat al-Qur’an wa al- ‘Ulam al-Islamiyah, Lahore, 251.

46_Bukhari, Aljam* al-Sahih, Kitab al-managqib Bab: Nazal al-Qur’an bilisani Qureish, Hadith No. 3506.
47_‘Ala’uddin ‘Ali bin Hassam al-din, Kanz al-‘Ummal, Bab: Fi Lawahiq al-tafsir Jam‘ul Qur'an (Mu’ssisat
al-risalah, 1981 A.D), Hadith No.4775.
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48Abu ‘Abdullah Al-Hakim Muhammad bin ‘Abdullah, Al-Mustadrak ‘Ala al-Sahihein Kitab al-tafsir
(Beirat: Dar al-kutub al-‘ilmiyyah, 1990 A.D) Hadith No.2869.

49Al1-Sheibani Abu ‘Abdullah Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Hanbal, Musnad, Al»qism Al-Salis min al-kutb fi
ma yakhtassu min al-Qur’an al-karim (Mu’assisat al-risalah, 2001 A.D), Hadith No. 3929.
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50_Al-Hakim, Al-Mustadrak, Hadith No. 2901.
51. Al-Suyuti, Al-Itigan, 1:66.
52_Bukhari, Aljém‘ al-Sahih, Bab: Tal if al-Qur’an, Hadith No. 4993.
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