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A Critical analysis of Goldzehr's objections in the light
Mazahib al-Tafsir al-Islam1
*Abdul Hameed

** Muhammad Siddique

Goldziher 1850-1921 is a Jewish Orientalist. His interest in the study of Islam
took him to the famous Syrian scholar Sheikh Tahir Al-Jazairi and after spending
a long time in his company he moved to Palestine and then to Egypt. Where he
benefited from the scholars of Azhar University. Among the Orientalists who have
formally and fundamentally debated the Qur'anic text and recitations is Gold
Poison. He is known for his objections to Hadith and Qur'anic recitations. Dr.
Abdul Haleem Al-Najjar, a lecturer at Cairo University, has translated the famous
book Muslim Studies of Goldziher into Arabic concerning the different methods
and methods of recitation, tafsir, and tafsir of the Hoiy Quran. This translation
was first published by Maktab ai—Khanji in Cairo, Egypt in 1955 and reached the
hands of the masters of science and literature and became popular. This book is a
unique and brand new work of its kind in presenting various topics of the Quran
and important aspects of Islamic culture and history in an excellent manner and
style. Goldziher proved his meticulous study of the religions of Tafsir al-Islami
and his in-depth study of Islam. But there is a difference between a Muslim and a
non-Muslim studying Islam, this difference is visible in this book. Goldziher did
not describe all the methods of commentary in this book. In addition, the author,
like other Orientalists, has erred in interpreting some religious sentiments. Some
Muslim scholars call such objections to Goldziher scientific errors. And some see
it as part of a deliberate Zionist Orientalist conspiracy. However, the aspects of
Tafseer which Goldziher has written about are very important, and much more
needs to be written about them. Goldziher's investigation into the Qur'anic text
has opened up new avenues for other Orientalists.

The said article will present an analyticai study of the Qur'anic text, Goldziher's
objections to various recitations, and the contents of the book.

Key Words: Quranic Text, Qir‘at, Goldziher, Mazahib al-Tafsir al-Islamy,

Orientalism.
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4 Bukhari, Al-Sahih al-Bukhari, Kitab al-Tafsir, Hadith No. 4725.

4 Bukhari, Al-Sahih al-Bukhari, Bab: Al»Tijérah abam al-mosam, Hadith No. 1770.

% Jalal al-Din al-Sayati, Al-itigan fi ‘Ulam al-Qur’an, 1:134.

4 Muslim bin Hajjaj al-Qusheiri, Al-Sahth al-Muslim, Kitab al»Maséjid wa mawaZhi‘ al-Salat, Hadith No.
1427.
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47 Abu Ja‘fir Muhammad al-Tahavi, Mushkil al-Athar sharah Ma‘ani al-Athar, 4:196.

48 Bukhari, Al-Sahih al-Bukhari, Kitab al-Tafsir, Hadith No. 4943,4944.

4 Ahmad bin ‘Ali bin hajar ‘Asqalani, Fatah al-bari Sharah Sahih al-Bukhari (Beirat: Dar al-Ma'rifah, 1379
A.H), 8:707.

% Jalal al-Din al-Sayuti, Al-itigan fi ‘Ulam al-Qur’an, 1:78,79.

1Tbn al-Jawzi, Al-Nashr fi al-Quran al-‘ashr, 1:16.
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