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Submission Date: Ph.D Scholar, Dept. of Figh and Sharia, The Islamia University of
01 Jan 2026 Bahawalpur, Pakistan. E-mail: muhammadarif03047419065@gmail.com
Review Date: This research undertakes a detailed comparative study of the modern
03 Jan 2026 interpretations of Islamic International Law (Figh al-Siyar) as developed by
Acceptance Date: | two eminent Muslim jurists, Dr. Muhammad Hamidullah and Dr. Wahbaht
08 Jan 2026 ul-Zuhayli. Both scholars have sought to reinterpret classical Islamic
Publication Date: | principles governing international relations within the context of
09 Jan 2026 contemporary global realities, highlighting the inherent harmony between

S Islamic jurisprudence and modern international legal norms. Their works
Article Link: collectively aim to show that Islamic law offers a morally robust and
https://alamir.com. . . L ; . .
ok/index.phplojsla | Systematic approach to global relations, bridging historical Islamic
rticle/view/275 practices with present-day international frameworks.

Dr. Muhammad Hamidullah, in his seminal works such as The Islamic Law

of Nations and Muslim Conduct of State, reconstructs the historical and
institutional foundations of early Islamic diplomacy, treaties, and state
relations. He demonstrates that Islam provided detailed regulations on war,
peace, neutrality, and the treatment of non-Muslim communities long
before the codification of Modern International Law. His approach is
analytical and historically grounded, portraying the Prophet Muhammad %
and the early Muslim community as pioneers in establishing a structured
system of international conduct that anticipated many contemporary legal
conventions.

In contrast, Dr. Wahbaht ul-Zuhayli, in his influential work Al-‘Alaqat ad-
Duwaliyya fi al-Islam, interprets Islamic international law from a
jurisprudential and ethical-humanitarian perspective. He reexamines
traditional concepts such as Dar al-Islam and Dar al-Harb in light of the
modern nation-state system, emphasizing peaceful coexistence, mutual
respect, and justice among nations. Al-Zuhayli aligns these principles with
global standards of human rights and international cooperation, advocating
a moral and ethical renewal of Figh al-Siyar. While Hamidullah emphasizes
historical and institutional compatibility, al-Zuhayli focuses on ethical
guidance and contemporary applicability, together offering a
comprehensive vision for applying Islamic principles to a just and peaceful
international order.
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“Muslims (Dhimmis and musta mins) on equal footing during

armed conflicts as will as in times of peace. Both groups have
received the same full protection and treatment in this regard”*
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“Their life and property is protected by the Muslim state even
as those of the Muslim subject”15
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“When the Iman Condudes with a people an agreement of
Non-Agreession (wadia ) for a (certain) period or he receives
from a people jizya and the person or person who conduded
the agreement or the jizya on behalf of the people belong to that
people, we shall not oblige who remained-approved of it and
were satisfied with it no one from among .The Muslims is
permitted to take from them of their property or (harm them in

their) body.”*®
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“Kindness and not made to bean intolerable burden in case of
recovery of jizya .Islam leaves non-Muslims free to profess and
practice Their religion and enjoy complete autonomy in regard

to Their religious tenests and institutions.”’
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“Muslim international law may be defined as : That part of the
law and custom of the land and Treaty obligations which a
Muslim de facto or de jure state Muslim international law
depends wholly and solely upon the will of the Muslim state. It
derives its authority just as any other Muslim law of the
land.”*®
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