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De Slane’s Errors in the English Translation of Wafayat al-A‘yan and the
Corrections of Dr. Muhammad Zia-ul-Haq al-Sufi: A Critical Analytical Study

Dr. Habib ur Rehman

Assistant professor Islamiat Govt. Associate college Narang Mandi, District

Sheikhupura, Pakistan Email: hafizhabib0321@gmail.com
Abstract:

Wafayat al-A‘yan wa Anba’ Abna’ al-Zaman by Ibn Khallikan is one of the

most significant biographical dictionaries in Islamic intellectual history. Due
to its scholarly value, the work attracted the attention of both Muslim and
Western scholars. Among the most notable translations is the English
rendition by the orientalist William MacGuckin De Slane. Despite its
academic importance and contribution to introducing Arabic biographical
literature to Western readership, the translation contains several inaccuracies
related to personal names, genealogies, historical events, geographical
references, and linguistic expressions.

Professor Dr. Muhammad Zia-ul-Haq al-Sufi critically examined these

inaccuracies while preparing his extensive research on Wafayat al-A‘yan and

compiling his unpublished work, Dalil al-Hayran ‘ala Wafayat al-A‘yan.
Through meticulous comparison with original Arabic sources and historical
references, he identified and corrected numerous translation errors. This
study aims to analyze selected errors found in De Slane’s translation and
evaluate Dr. al-Sufi’s corrective methodology. Employing an analytical and
comparative approach, the research highlights the significance of textual
criticism in translation studies and demonstrates the scholarly value of Dr. al-
Sufi’s contributions to the preservation and accurate interpretation of Islamic
heritage.

Keywords: Wafayat al-A‘yan, Ibn Khallikan, De Slane, Orientalism,

Translation Criticism, Arabic Biography, Textual Analysis, Muhammad Zia-
ul-Haqg al-Sufi.
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"A disciple of the Imam al-Shafii who taught him those ancient sayings which he had
transmitted to posterity [13] ".

(3 8
"These ancient sayings were probably old proverbial expressions used by the Arabs of
the Desert, who alone were supposed to know perfectly the pure Arabic. Al-Shafii had
passed twenty years of his life in the desert, studying the language; he had, besides, a

profound knowledge of the ancient history of the Arabs[13] ".
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"I suspect him to have lived before the introduction of Islamism[13] ".
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"Oh S'alm! Salm! Without thee no joy remains[13] ".
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"(He appeared) standing on (mount) Mahaj on the (fatal) day of Dhu-Rahaj; he seemed
the speedy death of all my hopes[13]".
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"Such, | believe, is the sense of the Arabic words. But I must acknowledge that | have

still some doubts[13] "
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"Khalid Ibn Sa'd Ibn Abi Wagas al-Qureshi al-Zahri, ....... al-Iflili, was a native of

Cordova[13] "

(3) B
"Zahri means belonging to Zahra, or Medinat ul-Zahra, a place and town founded by

the Moorish prince Abd al-Rahman in the year 324 (A.D, 936) at three leagues from
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Cordova. The Arabic historians speak in the highest terms of the magnificence of the

new city, of which not a single trace now remains[13] ".
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"The dark-skinned Yumn said to one whose color equalled the whiteness of the eye ".
[13]
{(3) JI8
"The expression o=Y 4¥la (deceiving eye) occurs in the Qura'an (XL, verse 20); this
induces me to suppose that the word ¢l in this verse cited by lbn Khallikan, is
employed to denote the eye alone, without suggesting the idea of any equality
whatsoever. Simple adjectives, serving as nouns, are met with in many languages, but
this is more particularly the case in Arabic. Though not completely sure of the meaning
of this word, | am nevertheless inclined to think that | have expressed the idea of the
poet[13] "
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