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Abstract

This research examines the essential conditions and qualifications of a
Mujtahid according to leading scholars of Usil al-Figh, tracing the
developmental trajectory of these requirements across different historical
phases of Islamic legal theory. As a dynamic mechanism for deriving legal
rulings from primary and secondary sources—such as the Qur’an, Sunnah,
Iima“ (consensus), and Qiyas (analogy)—Ijtihad holds a foundational
position in Islamic jurisprudence. This study analyzes the foundational views
of prominent Sunni legal theorists, including Imam al-Shafi‘i, Imam al-
Juwayni, Imam al-Ghazali, Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, Imam al-Amidi, Imam al-
Zarkashi, Imam al-Shatibi, and Imam al-Shawkan.

It investigates their frameworks regarding the Mujtahid’s requisite mastery
of the Qur’anic text, Hadith literature, Arabic linguistics, principles of legal
interpretation, legal abrogation (Naskh), consensus, analogical reasoning, and
conflict resolution among competing evidences (7a ‘arud wa al-Tarjih).
Furthermore, the paper highlights how later legal scholars emphasized higher
intellectual competence, contextual reasoning, and a deep comprehension of
the Higher Objectives of Islamic Law (Magasid al-Shari‘ah). The study
concludes that despite nuanced variances in classification, major Usali
scholars unanimously agree that /jtihad demands both exhaustive textual
knowledge and a rigorous, disciplined methodological capacity for legal
deduction.

Keywords: [jtihad, Mujtahid, Usil al-Figh, Islamic Jurisprudence, Shart ‘ah,
Legal Reasoning, Conditions of Ijtihad, Sunni Usul Scholars, Magasid al-
Shari ‘ah.
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