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Abstract
Economic sanctions have increasingly evolved into primary instruments
of statecraft in modern international conflicts, with Western powers
employing coercive economic measures to enforce political submission
upon weaker nations. Rather than fostering global peace, these unilateral
sanctions frequently precipitate severe humanitarian crises by
systematically restricting access to essential goods, food, and medicine,
thereby inflicting disproportionate harm on non-combatants.
This study critically examines modern economic sanctions as mechanisms
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of geopolitical exploitation, contrasting them with the ethical framework H"E..[
of economic boycotts (Mugata ‘ah) within Qur'anic jurisprudence.

Utilizing a qualitative research design rooted in classical Islamic legal ... =
texts, historical precedents, and contemporary international legal {‘-i,?;.f;;-.ic“f.}:,a,‘t”r
standards, this paper analyzes the structural and ethical divergences
between Western economic coercion and Islamic international law 342
(Siyar). _ )&K? f\
While the Qur'an validates economic measures to resist aggression, it

imposes rigorous ethical constraints that strictly prohibit collective -
punishment and the targeting of vulnerable populations. Islamic E
jurisprudence mandates that economic pressure must remain strictly i
targeted at active aggressors, ensuring that non-combatants, women, oot
children, and vulnerable groups are never deprived of fundamental human

necessities. :
The findings indicate that whereas modern sanctions regimes frequently IZORH

violate fundamental human rights under the guise of international law, the

Qur'anic doctrine of Mugata ‘ah offers a principled, proportioned, and

highly ethical paradigm for resisting oppression while preserving human

dignity. The paper concludes with recommendations for integrating

Islamic ethical frameworks into global dispute resolution mechanisms. nieplls
Keywords: Economic Sanctions, Mugata‘'ah (Boycott), Islamic
Jurisprudence (Siyar), Western Coercion, Collective Punishment,
Economic Resistance, Dispute Resolution.
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"The Security Council may decide what measures not involving

the use of armed force are to be employed to give effect to its

decisions... These may include complete or partial interruption of
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economic relations...
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"No protected person may be punished for an offence he or she has

not personally committed. Collective penalties and likewise all

measures of intimidation or of terrorism are prohibited."
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"Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the

health and well-being of himself and of his family, including food,

clothing, housing and medical care and necessary social
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services...
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"Sanctions almost always have a dramatic impact on the rights

recognized in the Covenant. Thus, for example, they often cause

significant disruption in the distribution of food, pharmaceuticals

and sanitation supplies... The inhabitants of a given country do not

forfeit their basic economic, social and cultural rights by virtue of

any determination that their leaders have violated norms relating

to international peace and security." >
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"Business enterprises should respect human rights. This means
that they should avoid infringing on the human rights of others and
should address adverse human rights impacts with which they are

: 20
involved."
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"No State may use or encourage the use of economic, political or

any other type of measures to coerce another State in order to

obtain from it the subordination of the exercise of its sovereign

rights and to secure from it advantages of any kind." *°
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"No State has the right to intervene, directly or indirectly, for any
reason whatever, in the internal or external affairs of any other
State. Consequently, armed intervention and all other forms of
interference or attempted threats against the personality of the
State or against its political, economic and cultural elements, are

30
condemned."
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