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Islam is a complete code of life. Economic teachings of Holy Qur’an and

Hazrat Muhammad®££ are comprehensive. Allah Almighty guides us how to ment

spend money in His way. There are two types of Sadaqaat. Sadagaat-e-

; CiteFactor
Wajibah are compulsory on wealthy people with certain ratio while Sadagaat-
e-Nafilah are optional. Holy Prophet% encouraged his followers to help the x\ %‘

needy. Eradication of poverty is the main goal of Islamic system of Sadaqaat.

In this research paper an anaiytical study is made to know how economic is-

™
sues of the poor are addressed by Islamic economic system. There is dire E
need to understand different kinds of Sadaqaat. If the government and the .":':::- ,?'H

public feel their responsibilities and follow Islam, poverty can be eliminated
from society. This article addresses the probiems of poverty. Moreover, it is

also told how the poor should be looked after.
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The act on which The Qur’an and Sunnah lay the most emphasis after prayer is the act
of charity. Obligatory and Additional Sadagat (Sadagat-e-Wajibah and Nafilah) are the é\'ﬁ

various forms of charity. The motive or objective of Islamic Sadagat System is thata —=""~=

man should get out of the materialism and become Godliest. Miserliness and wealth
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orientation be uprooted. Mind and soul be purified against lust for property. This im-
portant philosophy has been stated in The Qur’an:
s 5 A B Rl 1

“Take sadaqah (Obligatory alms) out of their wealth through

which you may cleanse and purify them.”
The Qur’an has used two words for wisdom and philosophy with regard to the receiv-
ing of Sadagat; ‘Tathir’ and ‘Tazkiyah’. As per Dr. Wahba Zuhayli (1915 A.D), by
word ‘Totahhir hum’ it means the remedy for the miserliness and greed. ‘Wa tuzakki
him bihd@ means acquisition of the virtues by the sincere ones or raising the level to-
wards purity; or it may also imply flourishing and development, i.e, the property out of
which Sadagah has been given will flourish and increase with blessing because of it.2
So, in these two words, there is a world of secrecy and objectives of Sadagat implying
material and conceptual purity, purity of mind and soul besides the purity of the proper-
ty.3 Because, with the uprooting of greed for the wealth and world, mind may achieve
purity by means of the charity through property. Advantage of the property is that use-
ful items may be obtained through it and the useless ones are kept away. Whoever has
the property as per his need, it is his right to make use of it. However, if he possesses
more than the need and others are deprived, then Allah Almighty has made it obligatory
on the rich that they should expend a part out of it on the poor so that they may fulfil
their economic needs.*
Thus, says Allah Almighty:

3 agiieally WA G bl O

“And in their property is the right of the seekers and the deprived.”
This also makes it evident that property which the rich give away to the poor is not
considered a favor but they fulfil the obligation which is vested as a right of the poor
and seekers in their property. Likewise, Shah Wali Allah (1176 A.H) while explaining

expediencies of Sadagat says,;

1 Al-Tawbah, 9:103.

2 Dr. Wahbah Zihaili, Tafsir al-Munir (Beirat: Matbii‘ah Dar al-Fikr, 1412 A.H), 1:29.

3 Yasuf Al-Qardavi, Figh al-Zakat (Beiriit: Mo’assisah al-Risalah, 1973 A.D), 2:857.

4 Ghulam Rasiil , Sa‘idi, Sharah Sahih Muslim (Lahore: Fareed Book Stall, 2002 A.D), 2:875.
5 Al-Zariyat, 51:19.



Al-Amir - Volume: 04 Issue No. 02 July-September 2023 (19)

Purification of the mind as greed and contempt lies in human na-
ture and purity comes through charity in the way of Allah Al-
mighty which dominates savage instinct of the human. This in-
stinct makes him selfish and prevents him to let others share his
possessions. Thus accepting someone to share the belongings is a
distinguished honor and because of this a desire to get nearer to
Allah Almighty emerges in a man. Selfishness is in the human na-
ture and most of the evils take place because of it. Giving this up
is a quality which takes a human high above as far as his mind and
civilization is concerned.®
In short the biggest objective of Islamic System of Sadagat is to eradicate poverty and
hunger from the society. The basic motive of Sadagat and Zakat in Islam is how to dis-
tribute wealth in society; how to deliver it to the deserving ones and the poverty and
helplessness should end up.’” By advocating Sadaqat, Zakat and Charities in the way of
Allah Almighty, Islam never means that society should ever remain divided in the two
sections of high and low or rich and poor; the higher group should keep enjoying due to
the on flow of wealth and fortune and the other group should keep on suffering from
poverty, hunger and helplessness.® Thus before giving the detail of elimination of pov-
erty and hunger, it is worthwhile to give a comprehensively worded concept of Islam
with regard to poverty.
Islamic Concept of Poverty:
Islamic concept of poverty and prosperity is altogether different as compared to
other religions and concepts. Nowhere in The Qur’an and Sahih Hadith, poverty or
misery has ever been appreciated. On the contrary, Islam considers wealth such a
blessing which Allah Almighty counts in front of His beings and commands that it
should be acknowledged with thanks. On the other hand, poverty is termed a mis-
fortune for which Allah’s refuge be sought.
Qur’an has pronounced economic prosperity, abundance of sustenance, good accom-

plishment of necessities of life, peace and tranquility and expansion of trade as the

¢ Shah Wali Allah, Hujjatullah al-Balighah (Berit: Dar al-Jeed, 2005 A.D), 2:129-130.
"Muhammad Hanif Nadvi, Asﬁsiyét»e»lslém (Lahore: Idara Thaqéfat»e»islﬁmiyah, 1992 A.D), 228.
8 Muhammad Hanif Nadvi, Asésiyét»e»lslﬁm 229.
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blessings of Allah Almighty and things contrary to it are attributed as punishment due
to ungratefulness. Divine saying is:

8136 A (il 25a5 0 8 13 Tk 1)) ol alad TaaT 06T 36 A ey
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“Allah Almighty states an example of villagers who were living a

prosperous life with excess of sustenance from all directions; they

started being ungrateful towards the blessings resultantly, Allah

punished them with hunger and fear.”

As regards wealth as a blessing, at another place Allah Almighty says:

10n ,ii/@ %j‘\'; 5;\5._39 "

“And Allah Almighty found you poor, so He made you wealthy.”
With the economic prosperity, if a human has fear of Allah, he becomes dear to Him.
As is the saying of the holy Prophet #:

" asd) i) LAl apad) oy <0l 1"

“Indeed, Allah keeps God-fearing, rich and lonely human dear to

Him.”
Likewise, poverty and hunger as compared to prosperity and starvation are the cause of
non-believing and moral turpitude against which protection must be requested from Al-
lah Almighty. In this context, the Prophet said;

121,88 05 o) HaallaE”

“Verily, poverty may take away towards non-believing.”

The Prophet# also said:

13" alsle de g9 dSE Eius a a3l da Il 01"

9 Al-Nahal, 16:112.

10 Al- Duh3a,93:8.

"' Muslim bin Hajjaj Al-Qushairy, Al-Jami‘ al-Sahih, , Kitab al-Zuhad, Bab al-Duniya sijn al-Mo’min
(lahore: Darussalam, 2007 A.D), Hadith no:432.

12 Aba Bakr Ahmad bin Husain Baihqi, Shu‘ab al-Iman, (Berat: Dar-ul-Kutub Al—ﬂmiyah, 1401 A.H),
2:899, Hadith no:2781.

13 Abu Dawud Sulaiman bin Ash‘ath, Al-Sunan, Kitab al-Salat, Bab al-Du‘a fi al-Salat (Riyéd: Darussalam
Publishers, 2008 A.D), Hadith no:8802.
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“The debtor (when cannot pay the debt) tells lie and does not keep

the promise.”
From the above Ahadith, it is evident that the Prophet  desired that no human should
remain hungry or deprived of the needs of life. Everyone should be secured against dis-
honor and defame, against poverty, starvation, infidelity, moral turpitude. Everyone
should be well off to fulfil his own necessaries of life. The Prophet #sought refuge
against poverty and hunger.
The Prophet # says:

19 5aalla ik oo S, 3551 Gl I

“O’ Allah Almighty! I seek your refuge from infidelity and short-

age of wealth”.
Another saying is:

1" pmiall s 48 padl (e Sidgel I pgldl”

“O’Allah Almighty! I take your refuge against hunger as it is a

bad partner.”
This is supplication the Prophet&:

163y Wallg Haall e Sudge! il pgll”

“O’ Allah Almighty! I seek your refuge from shortage of wealth

and defame.”
As regards Ahadith in which nobility, fear of Allah and keeping away from the wealth
has been appreciated have no concern with poverty or misery. Keeping away from the
world means a person having money but he is not a man of money; keeps the money in
his fist but does not let it rule his heart.’

In spite of all the steps taken in Islam to eliminate the poverty, any individual or
group still remaining poor cannot be stamped as the poor section. Poverty in the

eyes of Islam is not something inevitable or unchanging; it is ever-changing like

4 Abu Abdul Rahman Ahmad bin Sho‘aib Al-Nisai, Al-Sunan, Kitab al-Ista‘adhah Bab al-Ista‘adhah min
al—fiqr (Lahore: Darussalam, 2007 A.D), Hadith No: 5465.

15 Abu Dawud Sulaiman bin Ash‘ath, Al-Sunan, Kitab al-Salat, Bab al-Du‘a fi al-Salat, Hadith no: 8802.

16 Abu Dawud Sulaiman bin Ash‘ath, Al-Sunan, Bab fi al-Ista‘adhah, Hadith no:1547

Yousaf Al-Qardavi, Mushkilah al»faqar wa kaifa ‘aa lajah al-Islam (Beir@it: Mo’assisah al-Risalah, 1985
A.H/1406 AD), 13.
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sunlight and shade; at times prevailing and then fading away permanently. There-
fore, if someone happens to be poor today, he can become rich the next day.
Allah Almighty says:
180 aab e A g 4588 15585 0) "
“If they are poor, Allah will enrich them out of His grace.”
Thus, it is as clear as broad day light that poverty in Islam is not a disease without
remedy*® contrary to Christianity that contends: poverty is from eternity to the end
and it will never be eliminated from the world. %
Some people hold that division of upper and lower hand in Islamic system of
Sadagat is from the beginning to the end but Maulana Hanif Nadvi asks them: no
struggle or effort should be carried out against Plague, Malaria, TB or Typhoid be-
cause what will be the use of those costly medicine prepared to treat them if the dis-
eases are eradicated? What will be the fate of the literature comprising thousands
pages containing research on these issues?
A reasonable answer to this question can be: the objective of preparing the medi-
cines or literature will be achieved if a person succeeds in finding the ways to main-
tain health and fitness. If poverty ends up in a society, the honor of mankind is re-
stored; social disparity becomes extinct; every person gets his share of basic needs
and this is what is most desirable for Islam as the whole system has been designed
to achieve that very end.?
Islam and Looking After the Poor:
Islam has stressed a lot for the welfare of socially backward and economically down-
trodden sections of society and termed any support extended as a religious obligation;
inspired to help out the orphan and the needy and forbade to ignore them or do any
wrong or harm them. Says Allah Almighty:
220 el Loy s 65 o el By "
“And for the love of Allah, they feed the poor, orphan and prison-

2

Cr.

18 Al-Nasr, 24:32.

' Yousaf Al-Qardavi, Mushkilah al-fagar wa kaifa ‘aa lajah al-Islam, 34.
*0 Ba’ible, Tathniyah, 15:10-11.

! Muhammad Hanif Nadvi, Asasiyat-e-Islam, 249.

22 Al-Dahar, 76:8.
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Likewise, Allah Almighty says:
290 g o by e 1
“Eat yourself and feed the hard up people and the needy.”

In Holy Qur’an it is said:

15 Log KAl (53 33 aab) 31 0 iy &b 0 AT U AT Ty o LAl s S5
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“He has yet not entered the valley with difficult going and what do

you imagine what that valley is; that is in fact to set someone free

from the chains of slavery or to feed the hungry or the deprived

poor in the days of starvation or famine or to near of kin or a

needy who is on roadside and homeless.”

Qur’an besides parents and relatives directed to take care of the

orphan and the poor.?®
Those who neglect the orphans and indigents are condemned in the last revealed book
of Allah Almighty.

“Did you see that person who calls religion a lie; the person who

pushes aside the orphan and does not inspire others to feed the

needy.”
In fact, Islam has laid so much stress on extending support and sympathy to the weak,
needy, poor and helpless people which is a novel and unique concept when compared
with other religions and civilizations; any negligence to the same is like nullifying the
religion.
Steps to Eradicate Poverty:

The steps taken to end up poverty by the religion of Islam through Sadagat system

are appended below:

% Al-Hajj, 22:28.

24 Al-Balad, 90:11-16.
% Al»Baqarah, 2:215.
% Al-Ma‘@in, 107:1-3.
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Obligatory Sadagaat:

Obligatory Sadagaat means the charities which are made essential on the rich to in-
clude Zakat, ‘ushr, Sadagah-e-Figr, Redemptions and Sacrifice. Study of Islamic
Sadagat System reveals to us that foremost deserving of Obligatory Sadagat are the
poor and orphans as making mention of the expenses Allah Almighty says:

7T Sl sTHAA EBaall G "

“Indeed Sadagat are meant for the poor and the indigents.”
Several citations contain only one expense instead of several others and the reason is
that the basis of all other expenses is also poverty and hunger. So, before sending
Hadrat Ma‘adh bin Jabal to Yemen, apostle of Allah ordered:

" el5d o 5555 ekl (oo G55

“Take from their rich and return to their needy.”
Likewise, stating the objectivity of Sadagah-e-Fifr, Hadrat ‘Abd Allah bin ‘Abbas
says:

Bz 255015 311 G plulaldBigle sl 565 g atle Sl o 1 Uss 028"
sl

“The messanger# of Allah obligated the Zakat Al-Fitr for the one

who fasts as a means of purifying him from vain talk and immoral

deeds,and as a means of feeding the poor.”
Basic purpose of Sadagah-e-Fisr is to compensate for the shortcomings and deficien-
cies of the one who keeps fast and that is why it is mandatory.
Family and near of kin:
A family has a pivotal position in Islamic Society. By nature, a person after his own
self bears up responsibility of his members of the family. It is so because every individ-
ual looks up to his family in hour of need; parents take care of him in child hood, off-
spring renders support in old age and similarly wife is the source of bearing kids. So
sustenance of all these has been assigned by Islam on an individual and termed it as

Sadagah. In Surah Al-Bagarah Verse No.215 detail of the persons is given.

27 Al-Tawbah, 9:60.

% Muhammad bin Ismail Bukhari, Al-Jami‘al-Sahih, Kitab al-Zakat, Bab wujib al-Zakat (Riyad: Darus-
salam Publishers, 1997 A.D, Hadith No. 1395.

2Abu Dawud Sulaiman bin Ash‘ath, Al-Sunan, Kitab al-Zakat ,Bab Zakat al-Fitr, Hadith No.1609.
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Kindness to Others (Silah Rehmi)

To end up poverty, Islam has stressed to sympathize with the poor advising the rich rel-
atives to be kind. Although, there are usually deep relationships among the relatives
and the passion of nearness naturally stays, yet Islam through a directive has made it
mandatory emphasizing to be kind to others.

Allah Almighty says:

30 {3 255k ST Oy 53Ty 4y O gfaTed ol A 14t "

“And fear Allah Almighty due to whose reference you demand

from one another and be cautious of keeping the relationship; in-

deed Allah Almighty watches your state”.
Being Kind in the Light of Ahadith:
Holy Prophet#Says:

ez haild ;591 p5alls bl bl O 5"

“Those who believe in Allah and the last day should remain con-

scious of being kind.”
In another Hadith, the Prophet&said:

2y in3a hog tuals 55 (815 s 01 S¥5a5 18T SR Ty ST 5 sal”

“Your parents, brothers, sisters and your purchased slaves have

right over you, therefore, treat them with kindness.”
If being kind only means just to keep the relationship, then Ibn-e-Qayyim (751 A.H)
asks: what type of kindness it is that a man comes to know About the state of hunger
and thirst of his relative and yet does not offer him few loaves or few drops of water.
Likewise, he leaves him exposed in the severe winter and does not provide him any
support whereas the unfortunate victim happens to be his brother a blood relation.
Hence, if this criminal negligence and ruthlessness is not to cut off the kindness, then
what else it is for which we have been forbidden.®
If being kind to other implies merely to keep the relationship without caring to cooper-
ate with them then it is a fullacy because if the relationship were to be maintained with-

30 Al-Nis?@’, 4:1.

3Muhammad bin Ismail Bukhari, Al-Jami‘al-Sahih, Kitab al-Adab, Bab Ikram al-zaif, Hadith No. 6138.

32 Aba Abdullah Muhammad Ibn»e»Q_ayyim, Zad al-Ma‘ad (Karachi: Nafees Academy, 1990 A.D), 5:483.s
33 Aba Abdullah Muhammad Ibn»e»Q_ayyim, Zad al-Ma‘ad, 543.
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out support and cooperation, The Qur’an and Hadith would not stress so much on their
help and care taking. Accepting the above status quo brings us to another problem that
there would remain no difference between the relations and other common men. Con-
sequently, neither any one would recognize their importance nor consider it necessary
to treat them with decency.®* Besides, the jurists with the help of directives on kindness
have framed a complete structure of charity system.

Additional (Nafilah) Sadaqat:

To eliminate poverty, Islam has made certain commands mandatory and others as op-
tional. In fact, Islam desires to create in a Muslim such a passion of generosity and
well-wishing that he should be ever willing to give away more than demanded; in grief
or glamour, he should prefer others over his own self. So, the Prophet&says:

“There is right in the property besides Zakat and then he recited Verse 177 of Sirah Al-
Bagarah Virtue is not that you turn your face.........
In this Hadith and the referred Lyah in it reveals that taking decent steps to eradicate
poverty of the relations, the orphans and the poor is the virtue of a high order. In the
next Ayah, there is directive of regularity in the prayers and payment of Zakat which
explains that supporting the poor and payment of Zakat are two separate issues and to
act upon both is very essential*® and both have the foremost aim to end up the poverty.
Endowment (Wagqf):

It means the property or an item which is reserved or designated in the name of Allah
Almighty; its income is spent on the poor, the orphan, creditors, the near of kin and it
can neither be sold nor gifted and cannot be disbursed among the heirs of the person
who created the trust. Trust or Wagf is defined as the part of property which a person in
a state of health and proper senses gives away as ongoing charity. An instance of the
same is that on acquiring land in Khyber, Hadrat ‘Umar (R.A) said to the Prophet:0’
Allah’s apostle! I like this land the most out of my property and I wish to give it as
charity in the way of Allah. The ProphetZreplied:

34 Aba Abdullah Muhammad Ibn—e—Qayyim, Zad al-Ma‘ad, 543.

3 Aba ‘Tsa Muhammad bin ‘Tsa Al-Tirmidhi, Jam‘i At-Tirmidhi, Abwaab al-Zakat, Bab ma ji’a anna fi al-
Mal La Hagqan siwa al-Zakat (Riyad: Dsrussalam Publishers, 2007 A.D), Hadith No: 659.

36 Yousaf Al-Qardavi, Mushkilah al»faqar wa kaifa ‘aa lajah al-Islam,193.
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“The real estate should be given as Sadagah in a manner so that it

cannot be sold out; neither it should be gifted nor inherited, how-

ever, its fruit should be given as Trust in the way of Allah Al-

mighty. So, Hadrat ‘Umar (R.A) did the same”.
Later, due to this Sadagah by Hadrat ‘Umar, an institution came into being which be-
came an important means of elimination of poverty and general sustenance. Thus, trust
in an Islamic state or society is an important means to enforce system of general suste-
nance.
Redemptions and Ransom:
Redemptions mean the charities which a Muslim after committing a sin or a mistake
spends in the way of Allah for seeking forgiveness. All these redemptions are men-
tioned in The Qur’an and Ahdadith. There are five redemptions mentioned in The
Qur’an; redemption of murder by mistake, redemption of zikar, redemption of Yamin,
redemption of gaming in lhram, etc. Redemption of Elaa is included in the redemption
of oath while redemption to break a fast is given in Ahadith. Out of all these redemp-
tions, four of these pertain to freeing a slave but there is no order to do so in redemption
of lhram penalty, however, fasting is included in all these kinds. In redemptions, the
ratio of freeing slave is eighty percent, feeding the poor eighty percent, clothing forty
percent and fasting ratio is one hundred percent. *
Likewise, Ransom of before time Head Shaving in case of Iliness while in Eiram and if
someone has no capacity to fast, Fidyah are fixed for poor and needy to pay comprising
feeding, Sadagah and sacrifice.*
Excepting the order of fasting, all other commandments even freeing the slave take care
of the poverty of the poor which explains the sensitivity of the issue as viewed by Islam
to eradicate the poverty of the deprived group. Even the forgiveness of the non-

obedient ones has also been associated to end up poverty besides fulfilling their basic

3 Muhammad bin Ismail Bukhari, Al-Jami‘al-Sahih, Kitab al-Wasaya, Bab wama lil wasi an-Ya‘ml fi mal
al-Yatim, Hadith no: 2744.

BAmeer ud Din Mahr, Islam mein Rifah-e-<‘Amah ka Tasawur aur Khidmat—e—Khalq ka nizam, Lahore:
Nashriyat, 2009 A.D), 433.

39 AI»Baqarah, 2:184,195.
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needs. All this proves that the motive of Islamic Sadagat System is to end up the pov-
erty.
General Obligation of Islamic Society:
The main principle in this issue is that provision of basic necessaries of an individual
and eliminate the poverty is general obligation (Fard-e-Kifaya) of an Islamic society.
The first and foremost duty is that of the individuals of own family followed by nears
and dears and thereafter on the executer, if any. Similarly, if institution of trusts in an
Islamic society or other means due to some reasons cannot fulfil basic needs of an indi-
vidual, then finally the onus of general sustenance lies on the shoulders of the state.*
Islamic Treasury:
Islamic Treasury has very important role in Islamic System of Sadagat to end up the
poverty. Official treasury of an Islamic state is called ‘Bayt al-Mal’. In case Zakat in-
come becomes inadequate to meet the needs of the poor and the needy, it is the respon-
sibility of the ruler to ask for more deposits in the treasury. In this regard, ‘Allamah
Ibn-e-Hazam (456 A.H) writes:
In spite of reasonable collection or distribution of Zakat, it is obligatory on the rich of
every country to fulfil the needs of the poor. Ruler of the time must compel the rich
when the needs of poor are not adequately met by means of Zakat and properties of
other Muslims to arrange for their meals, winter and summer clothing, a house protect-
ed from rain and heat of the sun with no trespassing to disturb the dweller.*
Summary of the above discussion is the letter from the Prophet# which he wrote to
newly converted tribe’s head Sardar Zar‘ah ibn-e-Yazan addressing the people of Tribe
Himyar through him:

dsa pli 4le & Jio 1 Jodey G5 IsB1RS 5 1939k 36 L5i5 Fas G R8T 15"
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“O’ the people of Himyar! | urge you to acquire the better light;

you should not betray the trust, do not take up opposition as Al-

lah’s apostle is the guardian of the rich and the poor. Property of

40 Muhammad Nijétuﬂah Siddiqi, Islam ka Nazriah Malkiyat (Lahore: Islamic Publications,1989 A.D), 2:1.

41 ‘Ali bin Ahmad Ibn-e-Hazam, Al-Muhalla (Egypt: Matbu‘ah Idarah al-Taba‘ah Al—Muniriyah, 1349
A.H), 6:156.

42 Abt ‘Ubaid Qasim bin Salam, Kitab al-Amwal, Islamabad: Islamic Research Institution), 1:201-201.
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Sadagah is not fair for the Prophet #or his family but it is Zakar

which you give away for the poor Muslim.”
In the above directive of the Prophet £, the expenses and philosophy of Sadagat has
been made clear that these do not fall in the category of personal expenses of a ruler but
are spent to eliminate poverty of the poor Muslims. These are the measures taken by
Islam to eradicate poverty from the society.
Conclusion and Recommendations:
From the above discussion following points become clear.
ePoverty can be eliminated from society if Islamic system of Sadaqaat is adopted with
letter and spirit.It is not a disease without remedy.
o This is responsibility of every wealthy citizen of the society to uplift the conditions of
the poor people living around him.
eGoverments must feel their responsibilities to eradicate poverty.
eThere is dire need to activate the Institutions of Zakat and Endowment.
eSadaqaat in control of the state should be distributed with honesty.
eState must make sure that Examplary punishments are given to those who are in-

volved in malpractices while distributing the Sadagaat.



